
Mr. Jacques Barrot

Vice-President of the European Commission

in charge of Justice Freedom and Security

European Commission

Rue de la Loi 200

B1049 Bruxelles

Belgium

Dear Mr. Barrot,

 
After World War II, the pursuit of peace and prosperity as well as the escape from extreme forms of nationalism were the main motives for starting the process of European integration. Today we turn to you for help in preventing the destabilization of Europe through the development of another extreme form of nationalism which can be observed in Slovakia.

On 1 September 2009, the recently (30 June 2009) modified language law of Slovakia  came into force. This modified language law severely curtails the free use of languages of ethnic minorities thereby reinforcing their second class status, creating hatred and possibly leading to conflicts which endanger the stability of Europe. Besides interfering with the free use of minority languages in transport, postal services, telecommunications, armed forces, armed services, the fire department (§3(2), contact with the authorities (§3(5), school administration (§4(3), radio, television, the written media, public meetings (§5(1-3), inscriptions on monuments (§7(7) institutions of health care and social services (§8(4), advertisements and announcements intended to inform the public (§8(6), it provides for supervision and fines for "language crimes", which may range from 100 to 5000 Euros. (§9 and 9a).


As you know, the EU's Charter of Fundamental Rights prohibits any discrimination based on any grounds such as … ethnic origin…language…or membership of a national minority group (Chapter III Article 21). It further states that "the Union shall respect cultural, religious and linguistic diversity" (Chapter III Article 22). The same Charter requires the Member States to respect the rights, observe the principles and promote the application thereof (Chapter VII Article 51). For its part, Article 7 of the Treaty on European Union provides for measures against Member States, where "serious and persistent breach" may exist of principles guaranteed by the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms.


Considering the above references, it is clear that Slovakia excercises a grave form of nationalism and violates the rights of persons belonging to ethnic and linguistic minorities. In doing so, it commits a serious breach of the principles of fundamental rights as outlined in the above mentioned Charter of the European Union. Therefore the credibility of the European Union requires that it consider the matter as a European problem and does not relegate it to the level of bilateral negotiations. Some Members of the Council may not be aware of the fact that the Slovak law affects more than 570 thousand Hungarians, and altogether several tens of thousands of Roma, Ruthene, Polish and German native speakers. They may also not know that members of the Hungarian minority are not migrants. They live in cities and villages built by their Hungarian ancestors, who have lived there for more than 1,100 years. Due to geopolitical manipulation of the borders as a result of the Treaties of Trianon (1920) and Paris (1947) more than one and a half million Hungarians were cut off from Hungary in favour of Czechoslovakia. After World War II, 150 thousand of them were deported from Czechoslovakia in cattle-trucks and tens of thousands were assassinated. It is sad to say that even today, only somewhat more than 570 000 dare to admit their ethnic roots. Most of these Hungarians live in a compact block in the South of Slovakia, where entire cities and villages are populated by Hungarians.


The ethnic minorities of Slovakia experience this renewed harassment as a form of ethnic cleansing and a systematic destruction of their language and culture through forced assimilation. It puts an added burden on the already strained relationship between the ethnic groups and the majority population of Slovakia. In order to ensure that the tension thus created does not lead to conflicts which may endanger the stability of Europe, we ask you to

(a)
establish an independent expert group to study the language law, its effect on the minority population and its compatibility with the principles enshrined in the Charter of Fundamental Rights and the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms;

(b)
take all appropriate measures to enable the ethnic minorities of Slovakia to implement the European principle of subsidiarity by increasing the decision making power at the local level and exercising local self-government; and

 (c)
consider the application of Article 7 of the Treaty on European Union with regard to Slovakia.


We sincerely hope to have your cooperation in this matter and anticipate hearing from you at your earliest convenience.

 

Yours sincerely,
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